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UTHOR, scholar, traveller, student of -fz.:.wz_.n'z' emotions, familiar with the :
brilliant drawing rooms. of the great capitals of Europz, and equally familizr
with e darkest shadotws of vice and misery of these samz cities, a man of
the world, and vet moved by the deepest religious eonvictions, Mr Hall Caine com-

: mands atfention when he speaks. He has grven fo the Sunday fournal a mosh inter-
* esting, thoughtful and appropriate Christmas monologue  explaining why the world

is better and happier at the present moment than evzr before. I ih>view: and eon-
clusions of the distinguished author of = The Christian’’ are somew’iai oplimistic
they are al least founded upon wide personal experience, and an analvtical study of

men and things of the pask:

DICTATED BY HALL CAINT

longest view of the materfal and spiritual and physical condition
of man to-day there can be no doubt of this.

A8 Lo the materlal conditlon of the.peopls, we hear a gopd dsal ab ul
the snfferings of the masses |n our days—aboul the mi-eries that rasu't
from the congested centrss of population in the great cliite, and of t-e
evils that come with the DProgress of even so gopd a thing ds commoarce.
But when we begin to look al the ald eivilizations, that koew but nttle af

THE world Is growing better and happier. Taking: the broadest and

commerce—olvilizations that wers sub-centred, so ta &8p sk, 10 thilr ac 'i\t-_

tty—we see quite elearly that the condition of pedple wwas mueh poorer than
anything we now know about. If you want to rea’lza all thls, just 1 ok at
the present condition of those countriés that have been 13ft Lehind in tha
progress of elvilization.

Take, for exgmple, such a country as Hes winin our regch in the ad-
vance of civilization, let us say Moroces,  There in Northern Af.lea
~ithin sight of tur English fortress of Gibraltar and within reach of the
Spanish port of Centa, in constant communication with the g eat gount ies
nf Europe, you have a couniry which thas beon loft behind entirely In ths
progress of ages. There is.an example of what mizht have exlsted In th>
time  of Christ. There I8 a fterature and art of its kind, a religlon In tha

primitive form suech as Mohammedanism was in Arabia twelve or thi teen

eenturies ago. And there is & gort of intellectual activity among @ rate

that has played a great part In ifs own day, and has p:bﬁﬁced VETrY

splendld specimens of humanity., But what Is the condltion of the poor
there? 'They are not one stage remaved above absolute slavery. Thelr life
4s hardly different from barbarity. >

They are the mpst abject servants of thelr masters, and thelr lives
properly cannot at any ‘time be oulled thelr own, They ars mivzrably
Housad, shaekingly Ted, and thelr edueativn for tha most part 's coined
to the text of (he Koran, Nor have we tos milol rzason to Dullve that
this is not typleal of the conditicn of & great part of Burope even as recentiy
as @ thousind years agt For Instance, we have Caesir's Commaniaries,

whigh tell us what the r:«)'mlliinn‘ of Hngland was at the time the Romans

lafided there, T know that Caesar's Commenfasi s are disputed hv snhilirs

and that they contaln various Hrtle admissions which point to a sl ﬁ'atio_:n'

mueh higher than he mtengs to (eseribe. But what he says about the
condition of Ensland as a whole, making allowances for the differences of
race, olimate, ete, shows that the peopla wers In @ very low stata Indeed.

aALZ

Butlet us come dewn 1o 5 o8 veoernt vears: What, for example, was the
condition of a groat part of the people in Shak:spe:re's time? Look at
Shakespeare’s plays. Compare his pittiires of the clowns, as the dwazllars
1 othe sountry. Wonld they be any falr pictere of the rustie population
nnw‘fi‘ It i perfectly plain that they had no rights which werz miunea
greater than'the rights of dogs or h.'_u‘:ﬁ sz, Hwen the large-hzarted Shakes-
prars regards them with a sort ef lofty plty for the most part. They are
not gréat factors In the Hfe of the nation. Thry play their parts #imply as
. vast ‘machine, g6 to speak. I dam putting this very erudely, but what is
trie of Englind (s no doubt true of Franes, of Germany, and still more true
of Russia. And the general cenclusion 1 would form from that would be
thet the preat mass of the people were fna much lower condition at that
itme than fhey are how.

Copsider for 8 mament the wsy they ware housed. Such records as we
Jhtive of tha hom:s of the poor shoaw that they werr Huddled together in clt-
jes—=yast populations living togsiher without anything that we should call
sanitation, which led to the great outbreaks of disepse which we know as
plagues. \I.’\-'hat these plapues were precisely 1 do nof pretend fo know, but
thore who ‘ought to' know have assured me that they were diseases that
we have since exterminated by better sanitdry pracautions,

Consider, too, the food of the peapls. Notwithstanding the fact that the
populations were so much smaler, and that the fucilities for feeding the
people off the lands of the country were therefors so0 much greater, It is
'ru;_lta* o‘bv}ou&' from the records we have that the peopls were miserably
fed. Even the pletures of feasts and féstal days sofficlently indleate in an
Indirect way that wheén the poor were fed on roast besf and drank ale they
were having a tremendous feaet, such as came only onee ina blue moond
You may depend on it that thelr usual food was for the most part the very
simiplest, and sveh o5 (he averags working people nowadays would con-
slder no sustenance. v

That hrings us to a physleal statement. 1 think It very obvious that
the race was a smaller one than it now is. This applies evan to the fight-

ing men nf the race; In our Tower 'of London we have a great number of
sults of armor. It may be stated that no man of the average slze could get
into a sutt of armaor of 25 recent a period as threa mmﬁred years ago. My
impression s that I myself, who am constantly described in America as a
little man, could not get into the average suit of armor that is in the
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